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mines and who had ambitions in the railway field, projected a road from San Pedro and Los Angeles to Salt Lake City. This road, when completed, would not only open up a new competing route to southern California, but might, by consolidation or agreement with the Gould lines, create a new transcontinental system from the Middle States to the Pacific Coast. Such a combination, if effected, would be more or less prejudicial to the interests of both the Union Pacific and the Southern Pacific, because it would not only compete with those lines for transcontinental business in general, but would very likely take away from them a considerable part of the profitable fruit traffic between southern California and the Eastern markets. Mr. Harriman determined to avert these dangers by building a line of his own from Los Angeles to a junction with the Union Pacific at Ogden.
Upon investigation, he found that ten or twelve years earlier, the Oregon & Utah Northern Railway Company, a subsidiary of the Oregon Short Line and the Union Pacific, had begun and partly completed a road from Salt Lake to Los Angeles over this very route. The section from Salt Lake City to Milford, about two hundred miles in length, had been practically finished, while grading for the track had been carried ninety miles farther into the head of a long,